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The HUNTED
The Hunt for the Precious Life 
Proverbs 5

The original intended audience was not young women (this is 
what kind of wife you should be) but young men (this is what 
kind of wife you should get).  Although it may seem strange 
that a wisdom poem on the virtues of a good wife should be 
directed at young men, it is in keeping with the whole thrust 
of Proverbs.  The book everywhere addresses the young man 
(“my son”) and not the young woman.  It expounds in great 
detail on evils of the prostitutes and how she is a snare for a 
young man; it says nothing about lusty boys and the threats 
they pose for young women.

Proverbs directs the reader away from the immoral woman 
and towards the good wife because its implied reader is a 
young man.

Prov. 18:22, “Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and 
obtaineth favor from the Lord.”

CONTRAST TO GOOD WIFE

Prov. 21:9, “It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, 
than with a brawling woman in a wide house.”

Prov. 21:19, “It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a 
contentious and an angry woman.”

Proverbs 5:15, “Drink water from your own cistern, and running 
water from your own well.”

The Bible condemns infidelity in marriage and in this text we 
will see that to be unfaithful is:

• Seductive     -      “lips drip honey" 
• Sinful           -      “feet go down to death” 
• Senseless     -      “ways are unstable” 
• Shameful     -      “streams of water in the street”
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The Bible commends fidelity in marriage and in this text we will 
see that to be faithful is that which leads to:

  • Satisfying Purity of Love   -  “running water out of your own well”

  • Satisfying Dignity of Love -  “let them (your children) be only your 
  own”

  • Satisfying Liberty of Love  - “let your fountain be blessed”

  • Satisfying Unity of Love -  “rejoice with the wife of your youth”

  • Satisfying Constancy of Love - “always be enraptured with  her 
    love”

 - Credit: Stephen Olford

Key truths in this text:

I.  ____________________. (1)

        Speaks of appreciating good judgment; wise, prudential 
consideration

II.  ____________________.  (2)

      This portion of the text shows us how our relationship can 
quickly move from sweetness to bitterness.

Proverbs 4:26, “Ponder the path of your feet, and let all your ways 
be established.” 
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Deuteronomy 32:29, “Oh, that they were wise, that they 
understood this, that they would consider their latter end!” 

John Phillips said, “The writer of pornography is a depraved 
sensualist, seeking to excite, stimulate, gloating over every 
detail and constantly stirring the filth portrayed; the Holy Spirit 
is a surgeon.”

• Her Walk.  v.5

Proverbs 2:18-19, “For her house leads down to death,

          And her paths to the dead; 

         None who go to her return,

         Nor do they regain the paths of life” 

• Her Ways.  v.6

D.W. Thomas interprets “unstable in all her ways” – “she is not 
tranquil”; she is unhappy, too!  Misery loves company.  Her loss of 
purity and fidelity is only “satisfied” with your loss.

III.  ____________________. (3)

        “Keep clear” - Study Joseph’s response in Gen. 39:1-12

We should note that this book is written primarily for boys and 
young men and has the purpose of dissuading them from pursuing 
the other woman.  This does not mean that the Bible takes the 
position that the woman is always at fault.
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IV.  ____________________.  (4)

A.   WHAT YOU WILL BE ROBBED OF.

You don’t wish to be robbed, do you?

 “honor” (strength) – may refer to health and vigor that might 
be relinquished to a cruel enemy, perhaps an offended 
husband.

“years” – the best years in the prime of life would signify what 
those years produced, what he had worked for.

“wealth” – all you had gained

Point is clear:  The price of infidelity is high; for everything one 
works for:  position, power, prosperity.

B. WHAT YOUR REBELLION CAUSES.  11-14

V.  ____________________. (5)

A. ____________________.  (6)

One paraphrase, “Drink from your own cistern, drink fresh 
water out of your own well.  Are you to seek your pleasures 
here and there, and drink them in the streets?  Have them at 
home, never share them abroad.”

B. ____________________. (7)
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W.W. Wiersbe, “I think it’s significant that Jesus turned water into 
wine at a wedding feast, as though He were giving us an object 
lesson concerning the growing delights of marriage.  (John 2:1-11).”

If husband and wife love each other and seek to please each other 
and the Lord, their relationship will be one of deepening joy and 
satisfaction; they won’t look around for the “greener grass.”

C. ____________________. (8)

Romans 6:16, “Do you not know that to whom you present 
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you 
obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to 
righteousness?”

Are you in bondage and seeking deliverance?  Kept hidden, it 
grinds on the spirit and conscience of those who practice it until 
exposure seems a kind of relief.  Many a person has deliberately left 
traces of a sin for others to discover, as a desperate plea for rescue 
from enslaving behavior.  Only One can set you free.

John 8:36, “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free 
indeed.”

1.   Discretion 

2.   Seduction

3.   Prevention

4.   Motivation

5.   Satisfaction

6.   Fidelity

7.   Fondness

8.   Foolishness

Legend



These lessons are fill in the blank. The legend is located at the end of  
each lesson and has a corresponding letter for each answer.
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1.  Satan hates any (1)_______________________________ that calls 
people to embrace Jesus and leave the world/sin behind. 

a.  He will oppose your faith and obedience. 
b.  And you were never intended to fight alone (Garret does not 

fight alone). 
c. Of course, you need the Holy Spirit!
d. But you also need other godly men! 

When Moses was born…it was under this wicked law: 
(2)_________________ ruled that all Hebrew boys be immediately 
tossed into the Nile River. (Exodus 1)

•  But through the midwives, Jochebed, Miriam, and Pharaoh’s own 
daughter…

• God sovereignly secured Moses’ life from the beginning.

As a young man, Moses (3)________________ an Egyptian beating a 
Hebrew man. Moses intervened and killed/buried the Egyptian. But 
his secret became known. (Exodus 2)

• Moses was forced to flee.
• Moses left the palace of Egypt…fled to the desert of Midian.

After Moses is (4)_________________ by God through the burning 
bush, Moses is commanded to return to Egypt and deliver the 
Hebrews…but the hard work has just begun. (Exodus 3)

• As a speaker, Moses was as stutterer. 
• Perpetual hardness of Pharaoh’s heart. 
     •  The plagues…
     •  Pharaoh increased Israel’s workload. 

After the Passover, Moses leads Israel out of Egypt – only to 
immediately (5)______________ a great barrier – the Red Sea. 
(Exodus 13-14)

The Hunted
As the Leader is Hunted, May the Servants Remain Strong 
Exodus 17:8-16
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•  Israelites are basically trapped between the Desert, Egypt, and the 
Ocean. 

•  Pharaoh’s army is bearing down upon them in hot pursuit. 
•  Israelites complain: Have you brought us here to die? Not enough 

graves in Egypt?
•  God leads Moses to “lift his staff” – the waters open upon dry 

ground.

During the wilderness journey, the people are hungry. (Exodus 16)
• We’ll starve to death! 
• They grumbled against Moses.
• God intervened and gave the Israelites manna and quail. 

Next on the journey, the (6)__________________ are thirsty/
parched. (Exodus 17)
• Again, they complain against Moses.
• The Lord had Moses strike a rock…and fresh water started to flow. 

The most significant picture is from Exodus 32-33. God initially 
gives Moses just the Ten Commandments (The Decalogue) and 
when it’s read to the people, and they say, “We like it…we agree…
we will obey.” God then summoned Moses to remain atop Mt. 
Sinai for forty days and more instruction. The people become 
(7)______________________ and the people demand Aaron make 
them a golden calf (idol)…and Aaron does it. We run into two 
problems here. 
a. People are becoming fickle, and unfaithful all at the same time
b. Aaron, the brother of Moses, has become very passive.

In Exodus 33, we see Moses so exasperated and 
(8)___________________  that he cries out to God. 
•  Who can lead these people? Who can put up with their stubborn 

ways? 
• Exodus 33:15, “If your presence doesn’t go with us…we cannot go!” 

God ultimately chooses to showcase His glory in a powerful way. 
• Moses leads Israel for a total of 40 years. 
• He guides them right up to the brink of Canaan. 

Right smack in the middle of Moses’ life/leadership is the 
scene from Exodus 17. The Israelites are journeying through the 
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wilderness. They have stopped at Camp Rephidim in the middle of 
the desert. The Israelites are not in Egypt anymore…but they are not 
home in Canaan yet (much like us!)
• They were near modern-day Sinai Peninsula. 
• Between the Gulf of Suez and the Gulf of Aqaba. 
•  Scholars differ about whether this site in modern day Egypt or 

Saudi Arabia, but it’s close to both.

The stage has been set at Rephidim

• The Israelites are between two large bodies of water. 
•  They have been extensively nomadic…they do not have a ‘home’ 

yet. 
• It’s a mountainous land of difficult terrain. 
• They are likely exhausted from the stress/burden of travel.
• Ongoing needs of 1 to 2 million people. 

Amalek was the (9)__________________ of Esau (Israel developed 
through covenant line of Jacob, not Esau). 
•  But both Israel/Amalek could trace their ancestry to Abraham and 

Isaac. 
• These guys are literally cousins…they are extended family. 
• But the family connection didn’t matter.
• They Amalekites wanted war! They were out for blood.
Satan knows exactly when to (10)_________________ you and me. 
• Sometimes on the heels of a great victory.
• Sometimes when you’ve been on the mat…vulnerable…exhausted. 
• Sometimes it’s from a stranger.
•  Sometimes it’s from someone that you’re close to (family, friend, 

inner circle).
     •  Skirmishes within the family are the most troubling/

burdensome!

This is how the battle with the Amalekites occurs: 
• The Amalekites have approached Israel for war.
•  Moses says to Joshua: select some of our bravest men…go and 
fight them (8:9).

     •  Tomorrow I’ll stand on the hilltop with my staff in my hand.
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Everyone follows their instructions: 
• Joshua and the men go engage in the war.
• Moses, Aaron, Hur travels up the hilltop for observation. 

In Exodus 8:11-16, hands up, we win; hands down, we lose … Gets 
tired, gets help … Gets the win, gets his praise on! 
• When Moses hands were up, Israel was winning.
• When Moses hands went down, Israel was losing. 

When Moses got (11)________________ (his hands grew heavy) – 
Aaron and Hur intervened. 
• Put a stone under Moses for him to sit. 
• Aaron held up one arm…Hur held up the other arm. 
• They supported his arms. 
• They embraced him…his hands held steady…until sundown. 
• So, Joshua defeated Amalek with the sword.

God then commanded Moses to write this down on a scroll as a 
reminder…and recite it to Joshua…I will completely blot out the 
Amalekites from the earth. 
• Moses built an altar.
• Moses made a banner – (sign, The Lord is my banner!)
• Moses’ hands are now lifted towards heaven.

Summary of the Story

God used a team of faithful, selfless men to secure victory for His 
people at Rephidim. 
• Moses was the leader and intercessor. 
• Joshua was the military general. 
• Aaron and Hur were the supporters and servants. 
• Untold thousands of men went to the front lines as warriors. 
     •  They fought with swords.  

These men could not have done it without the others. 
These men could not have done it without the Lord! 
“To prevail against enemy attack, you must both make contact with 
heaven and take responsibility for your actions.” – Tony Evans
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Big Idea

When men (12)______________________ …and act with courage, 
humility, and teamwork…anything is possible! 

First, today’s message is a call for you to stand in the gap for your 
spiritual leaders

Your pastor is under attack! The devil knows if he can get “the 
leader” to fall, he will significantly wound many others. 

Your pastor is often dealing with the lingering effects of the 
following: 

• Trying to lead the last two years: politics, division, Covid, etc. 

• Discouragement: more work…less results. 

• Ineptness. 

• The comparison trap (social media). 

• The needs of the people never go away. 

• His wife and children have their own needs. 

• His staff, deacons, leaders have significant needs. 

• The pastor is dealing with his own temptation, lust, and pride. 

• Busyness and stress.

• Commitment in USA in 2022 “looks different” 

Hold his arms up with the following ideas: 

• Be willing to serve wherever is needed (front lines…or on the hill…) 

• Understand he’s just a man…like Moses…often weary.

• Be a friend…be normal!   



Second, today’s message is a call for you to personally rise and 
embrace God’s plan for you to lead those under your authority 
and influence. 

• Your wife and children are going somewhere.

• Your coworkers are going somewhere. 

•  We are all on a journey…and we are all headed to one of two 
eternal destinations. 

Questions for you to answer:

1. How am I pouring God’s truth into my own heart? (My habits/
disciplines)

2. How am I leading my wife? 

3. How am I discipling my children and grandchildren?

4. How am I living on mission with my work? In my community?

1.  courageous 
spiritual leadership

2.  Pharaoh

3.  Witnessed

4.  Called

5.  Encounter

6.  People

7.  angry, impatient, 
distracted

8.  discouraged

9.  grandson

10.  attack

11.  tired

12.  trust the Lord

Legend



These lessons are fill in the blank. The legend is located at the end of  
each lesson and has a corresponding letter for each answer.

Lesson 3: 
Of Value Again
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The Hunted 
Of Value Again 
Psalm 51

2 Timothy 2:20-21, “But in a great house there are not only 
vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for 
honor and some for dishonor. Therefore if anyone cleanses 
himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified 
and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.”

Proverbs 28:13, “He who covers his sins will not prosper, But 
whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.”

Ps. 51 is referred to as a Psalm of Repentance or a Psalm of 
Lament.  The lament form of the psalm suitably fits the spirit 
of contrition and prayer for restoration.  You will find these two 
married in scripture.  David does not just simply hate where sin 
has taken him, but he misses where he used to be.  Gone are 
the questions.  

What remains is:

1. A soul deeply aware of sin.

2. One as having offended God

3.  A desperate need of God’s grace that will display God’s 
activity

 Ps. 51 will deal with what it means to have:

 • Crossed the line

 • Missed the mark

 • Yielded to sinful nature

 • Rebelled willfully
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This is a story of man who started well, messed-up, and came 
back.  It’s a story that portrays, “The Way Home.”

I.  DAVID’S “CRYING OUT” IN ____________________. (1)

A. COMMENCED WITH PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY. 

me, my, my, me, I, my, my, me, I (all in vv.1-4)

9 times we are reminded about who is responsible for sin.  He 
did not blame heredity, society, fallen nature, others, etc.

We can be guilty of using non-descript words to define our sin, 
mistake, error, “boo-boo,” getting  off track, disease, problem, 
issue, tendency, etc.  NOT DAVID!

Transgression, iniquity, sin

1. Violated Law – overstepped boundary, out of bounds

2. Perverted Morals – perverseness of his nature

Jeremiah 17:9, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked; who can know it?” 

3. Missed Mark – disobedience, distortion, and delusion

Lets format these 1st, 2nd, 3rd below but connect them to #3 
above

 •  1st we overstep established boundaries of rules and 
conduct; break one of the 10 Commandments

 •  2nd –  Mark 7:21-23, “For from within, out of the heart 
of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All 
these evil things come from within and defile a man." 

 •  3rd – Romans 3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God”
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What did David Request?

1. Blotting Out  (transgression)

2. Washing (iniquity)

3. Cleansing (sin)

 •  1st  Blot out a debt that must be paid; can’t be undone

 • 2nd   Wash and change my clothes for a new beginning; 
to trample under foot, no light soaking

 • 3rd   Cleanse my defilement caused by touching 
something unclean; leprosy.

Luke 15:18, “I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.’”

B. CONTINUED WITH PERSONAL ____________________. (2) 

“That You may be found just when You speak, and blameless 
when You judge.”

1. TIME OF HIS ____________________. (3)

Arthur C. Clarke, “Modern theologians hate verse five, they like 
to talk about the ‘God in man instead of the sin in man.’  The 
source of sin is in our soul, not our surrounding.  David saw 
himself as a sinner by birth, but also a sinner by choice.”

2. TIME OF HIS ____________________. (4) 

Proverbs 4:23, “Keep your heart with all diligence,
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For out of it spring the issues of life.”

Eph 1:18  eyes of my heart

Eph. 4:18  understanding darkened

II.  DAVID’S CONSEQUENCES OF HIS ____________________. (5)

Please Note:  David wishes for more than cleansing, he wishes 
to be restored so he can serve again.  Sin had affected David’s 
whole person.

This is a prayer of restoration for what’s been lost as a result  
of sin.

Verses 7 – 9 deal with forgiveness

Verse   8  -  deals with restoration of joy

Verse  10 -  deals with the need for a heart of wisdom

Verses 11-12 – deal with internal renewal

David tells us how sin makes you feel:

A. ____________________. (6)

Isaiah 1:18, "Come now, and let us reason together," says the LORD,  
Though your sins are like scarlet,  
They shall be as white as snow;  
Though they are red like crimson,  
They shall be as wool.”
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B. ____________________.  (7)

C. ____________________.   (8)

Psalms 3:1-3, “LORD, how they have increased who trouble me!

Many are they who rise up against me.  
Many are they who say of me, 
‘There is no help for him in God.’ Selah  
But You, O LORD, are a shield for me, 
My glory and the One who lifts up my head.” 

D. ____________________. (9)

Jeremiah 24:7, “Then I will give them a heart to know Me, that 
I am the LORD; and they shall be My people, and I will be their 
God, for they shall return to Me with their whole heart.”

Ezekiel 11:19-21, “ ‘Then I will give them one heart, and I will put 
a new spirit within them, and take the stony heart out of their 
flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in My 
statutes and keep My judgments and do them; and they shall 
be My people, and I will be their God. But as for those whose 
hearts follow the desire for their detestable things and their 
abominations, I will recompense their deeds on their own 
heads,’ says the Lord GOD.”

E. ____________________. (10)

David had known the Lord’s special touch, His anointing.  David 
was not dealing with salvation but with God’s spiritual wisdom 
and hand of guidance.  It was the benefits the Lord loaded 
David with for His service.  David is reminding himself of what 
had happened to Saul.

F. ____________________.  (11)

III.  DAVID’S “____________________” DESIRE. (12)

A. TEACHING. 
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1. Desperation

2. Revelation

3. Birth

4. Blindness

5. Defeat

6. Dirty

7. Deaf

8. Disgraced

9. Dire Need

10. Distant

11. Depression

12. Come Back

Legend

B. SINGING. 

C. PRAISING.

D. SACRIFICING.

Isaiah 57:15, “For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits 
eternity, whose name is Holy: ‘I dwell in the high and holy 
place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive 
the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones.’” 

E. INFLUENCING.

2 Samuel 12:14, “However, because by this deed you have given 
great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the 
child also who is born to you shall surely die." 

Satan does not tempt us to do wrong things; he tempts 
us in order to make us lose what God has put into us by 
regeneration, the possibility of being of value to God.  A key 
word in the Christian life to me:  USEFULNESS
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